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The Emperor of Atlantis
Or the Disobedience of Death

Play in One Act
Viktor Ullmann, composer (1888-1944)
Viktor Ullmann, Libretto

Herbert Gantschacher (Austria), Director
and Producer

ARBOS - Company for Music & Theatre
Rita Hatzmann, & Markus Rupert,
Performers of the puppets

Georg Luksch, Sound designer and
Technical Assistant

Yossi shiffmann, translation and text
screening

Martin Novak, Technical Director
Burgis Paier,puppets and costumes design

The recording is a live recording of the first
performance ever took place at the
concentration camp of Theresienstadt /
Terezin on 23rd of May 1995, 51 years after
the rehearsals at Terezin by ARBOS.

Herbert Gantschacher
"Some Kind of Preliminary Remarks"
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Viktor Ullmann's opera "The Emperor of Atlantis Or the Disobedience of Death” has been a
subject to editing in text and music. But Ullmann’s opera does not need any editing, nor does
it deserve it, because it fully exists in the draft of the original score. In the first edited version
from 1976 someone replaced the original title and changed it into “The Emperor Of Atlantis
Or The Death Abdicates”, But Ullmann himself wrote on the original score the title “The
Emperor Of Atlantis Or The Disobedience Of Death” (the original role book of Karel Berman
uses the same title, only the word “Death” is using the ancient German word “Todt”, and
Karel Berman was the first singer of the character of Death at the rehearsal at the
concentration camp of Terezin in 1944). Thanks to the surviving artists from Terezin — the
singer Karel Berman, the concertmaster of the Terezin rehearsals of Ullmann’s opera and



the violinist, Paul Kling, and the violinist, Herbert Thomas Mandl| (who also observed the
rehearsals of the opera from the coffeehouse in Terezin) — Ulimann’s opera was
reconstructed in its original version. These surviving artists and the musicologist Ingo
Schultz (who wrote the biography of Viktor Ullmann) worked with the theatre of ARBOS —
Company for Music & Theatre, to bring back Ullmann’s original vision to the stage. This
artistic reconstruction is the basis of the two productions of Ullmann’s opera by ARBOS. The
first production was in the seasons from 1992/1993 to 2001/2002, and the second one in the
seasons since 2014/2015. There was also a third production together with the documentary
music theatre movie about Ullmann’s opera (from 2007 to 2014). It took overall 48 years
(from 1944 to 1992) for Ullmann’s original version to premiere in Austria and the Czech
Republic, directed and produced by Herbert Gantschacher (the artistic director of ARBOS),
and it took 51 years for it to be performed for the first time in Terezin. There have been three
recordings of the opera — one was a studio recording produced by ARBOS and studio
MATOUS in Prague (1995), and the other two were of live performances in Prague and
Theresienstadt. Ullmann worked nearly his entire life on his opera, from The Great War in
1917 to 1944 at the concentration camp of Terezin.

Addendum to the libretto: Viktor Ullmann himself is the librettist of the opera. Peter Kien was,
so to speak, the dramaturge of the Theresienstadt rehearsals (in which Viktor Ullmann did
not participate), and edited the opera for a possible performance with his own texts. After the
end of the rehearsals in the summer of 1944, Ullmann completed his opera during his
"Freizeitgestaltung” (leisure time activities) in the concentration camp of Terezin. Ullmann's
opera is an anti-war opera that opposes any form of despotism, but there’s a
misunderstanding that Ullmann's work only resists and challenges Nazism. It takes a great
amount of courage to work on an anti-war opera under the conditions of a concentration
camp.
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